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PLIGHT OF OLD TOWN MILL 
SPURS NEW LONDON RESIDENTS TO ACTION 


The fire set by mischievous persons in the 
Old Town Mill on March 25th, the second 
blaze in six months, added seriously to 

the damage inflicted on one of New London's 
most historic sites. Fire Chief Frank 
Sullivan estimated the damage from the fire 
at $3,000, and commented on the sad state 
of disrepair even before the fire. 


City Manager Edward R. Henkle has stated 
that the fire has necessitated a delay in 
the City Council's review of the restora- 
tion proposals for the Mill until new 
facts and figures can be compiled. 


Meanwhile, many constructive expressions 
of the community's interest in the Mil] 
and sympathy for its plight have been 
Forthcoming. Organizations and individ- 
uals have given substantial evidence of 
thetr desire to help. The New London Ro- 
tary Club has contributed most generously 
to the Restoration Fund. The Girl Scout 
troops of Winthrop School, the Know New 
London Club of Bulkeley Junior High School, 
the Thomas Hose Company, and a number of 
individuals have donated money to the fund 
, “through the Society. Others have pledged 
“their time and labor to the repair of the 
Zeene ed 


The fact that there has been no active 
solicitation of funds for the Mill indicates 
the very real interest and spontaneous sym- 
pathy that is shown by New London for its 
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It is hoped that the City Council will ex- 
pend its funds allocated to the Old Mil] 
wisely, and not just toward a patch-up jok 
of quick repair. If the estimated sum of 
$30,000. or more is to be set aside for 
this purpose, a competent authority shoul« 
be consulted and requested to submit a 
plan for an accurate reconstruction of the 
earliest (17th century) Town Mill. 

Whether or not the Mill can be placed in 
an operating condition, now is the time 

to restore it to a really authentic rep- 
lica of the original building. Other 
towns have managed similar projects. 


An interesting letter from Miss Elizabeth 
P. Cowhey, principal of Winthrop School, 
adjoining the Old Mill, clarified our un- 
certainty as to the instruction of pupils 
in the history of the Old Mill and other 
New London history. Part of her letter 
is quoted. 


‘When mothers register their kindergarten 
children they are given a booklet, In- 
formation for Parents, the first page of 
which shows our awareness and appreciation 
of Winthrop's proximity to the historic 
Mill. Parents new to New London are 
briefed about the Old Mill's history. 


"Kindergarteners are instructed during 
their first week of school to stay away 
from the Mill water. The foundation for 
respect for the Mill area is begun at this 
level. Each succeeding year this aware- 


ness of respect for antiquity is carried on 
by each grade teacher. 


When Grade 4 is reached pupils have a unit 
of work on New London which is as compre- 
hensive as their educational age can as- 
sjimilate. 


Grades 5 and 6 have many occasions during 
the school year when observing local, 

State and national holidays to draw upon 
their knowledge of local history as well 

as to evaluate their city's many historical 
contributions to the growth of this nation. 


Please note that when a name was needed for 
our school newspaper, the one contributed 
by a third grader, ''The Old Mill Monitor", 
was chosen,!! 


An exhibition of the work prepared on the 
Old Mill by Winthrop School pupils will 
be shown at the Shaw Mansion from Apri! 

11 through the end of the month. Essays 
on the history and present state of the 
Mill, crayon sketches and other material 
will be displayed as evidence of the in-- 
terest and feeling shown by the youngest 
generation. 


LECTURE ON ENGLISH DELFTWARE 
PRESENTED TO SOCIETY 


An illustrated lecture on English Delft- 
ware in America was presented to the 
membership at the Mansion on March 27th. 
Reginald F. French, professor at Amherst 
College, showed many beautiful colored 
slides and contributed enormously to our 
knowledge of delftware. He spoke of the 
orincipal English manufacturers and ex- 
plained the essential differences between 
English and Dutch ware. Several members 
of the Society brought pieces of delft- 
ware for identification. 


Of Serie are interest was the series of 
twenty-three tiles which Miss Anna L. 
Nevins removed from her fireplace at Shaw 
Farm in Waterford several years ago and 


presented to the Society. Mr. French iden-. 


tified these as Bristol I8th century. He 
believes that they are mid-century and def- 
initely English because of the denser bis- 
cuit, thinness and chamfering. The sub- 
ject is an adaptation of a Dutch series, a 
harbor scene with windmills, etc. Such 
adaptations of harbor scenes are seen also 
in English delftware plates. | 


‘You are fortunate to have them,'' said Mr. 


French, ''and | earnestly hope you will be 
able to place them sometime around the 
opening of one of the Shaw Mansion fire- 
places!', 


During a visit to the ¥.W.C.A. building 
on Huntington Street, Mr. and Mrs. French 
were shown I19 Dutch tiles set over the 
mantel in the large East parlor, and 
taken from the old Winthrop House com- 
pleted in 1754 from plans drawn by Peter 
Harrison. These tiles (there are five 
or six additional ones in the Winthrop 
School) picture Biblical scenes. A 
series of English tiles on the second 
floor of the Y.W.C.A. depicts birds and 
animals and was identified by Mr. French 


as 19th century, probably Minton or 


Doul ton. 


- Mr. French reminded us of the fine Eng- 


lish tiles, now at Amherst, that were 
taken from the Crump House, formerly at 
the southwest corner of Main and Church 
Streets, which was torn down in the nine- 
teen-thirties to make room for a gasoline 
service station, 


NOTE ON THE LUCRETIA SHAW PORTRAIT 


Lucretia Shaw returned to the Mansion 
just tn time for Open House on Washing- 
ton's Birthday. She had been away for 
six months and she came home looking 
very well and happy. 


Her long stay was with Roger Dennis, re- 
storer of portraits for the Lyman Allyn 
Museum, who did a meticulous and eminent- 
ly satisfactory piece of work in bringing 
Lucretia back to her original state. In 
a long and complicated series of steps, 
which will be more fully treated here- 
after, Mr. Dennis removed not only the 
dirt, but also the overpainting of one 
hundred and ninety-three years. There is 
no record available showing when or by 
whom the painting was previously worked 
over. But that it had been worked over 
became obvious when ultra-violet and in- 
frared light was. used on it. Now the 
lovely portrait hangs revealed as fresh 
as it was when it was finished by William 
Johnston in 1763. Lucretia's muddy dress 
has become a glowing off-white, her hair 
is newly styled, and she has lost a little 
weight from her face, 


The Society is most grateful to Mr. Dennis, 
a member, who offered to do this exhaus- 
tive task for the cost of the materials. 


His long hours of labor are a gift to us. 


MANY VISITORS ON WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY 


More than two hundred visitors attended the 
»sSociety's Open House on Washington's Birth-~ 


day. This annual event has become of in- 
creasing importance locally, for it is ob- 
vious that many New Londoners wish to ob- 


serve the holiday in a fitting way. Nearly 


one hundred children came to the house 
where our first president stayed overnight 
in 1776. Colored postcard reproductions 
of one of Rembrandt Peale's portraits of 
Washington were given to all the young 
‘visitors. Many hastened to write their 
names on these cards as insurance against 
loss. 


The view of the dining table spread with 

a snowy cloth, gleeming silver and china _ 
and brilliant blossoms, attracted many who 
viewed, perhaps for the first. time, this 
exhibition of the style of entertainment 
provided by the Shaw family in Revolution- 
ary days. | | : 


The door leading to the gardens was opened 
and many overflowed outdoors to enjoy the 
splendid view from the top of the ledge. 


MANSION TO BE VISITED BY 
PATRIOTIC GROUP 


The Society will play host briefly on 
Saturday, April 27, to the members of the 
Society of the Cincinnati in the State of 
Connecticut. Their spring meeting will 
include visits to points of interest to 
the Society in New London and Groton. 

Fort Griswold and the Monument House Mu- 
seum will be the Groton points visited. 
Other New London places will be Fort Trum- 
bull, where the Revolutionary Blockhouse 
will be shown by Captain Ruble, and the 
Nathan Hale Schoolhouse and the Ancientest 
Burial Ground. 


The razing of the Jedidiah Huntington 
House to make way for the A & P super- 
market removed an historic house of par- 


ticular interest to the Cincinnati members. 


We are reminded that no marker has been 
placed on this spot. 


HISTORY OF NEW LONDON'S 
JEWISH COMMUNITY 


Two years ago Miss Esther Sulman visited 


the Society, looking for information on the 


history of the Jews in New London. We 
were unable to assist her, and we could 
only wish her success in her undertaking. 
Now a slender volume, entitled ''A Goodly 


Heritage--the story of the Jewish Com- 


munity in New London, 1860-1955'' has been 
published. Miss Sulman and Rabbi Leonard 
J. Goldstein have collaborated on the 
story of the adjustment of the Jewish 
community to: the local environment from 
the time a century ago when the first 
peddlers arrived. 


A careful reading of this book is recom- 
mended to every serious student of New 
London history. It serves to remind us 
of the contributions made to every part 
of the city's life by these people whose 
forebears came to America searching for 


the happiness that is every man's right. 


The Jews in New London have played an 
important part in the business and pro- 
fessional life, and have served honorably 
in many civic offices. We are grateful 


to Miss Sulman for providing this 


addition to the Society's library. 
MEMORIAL TREE PLANTING 


A Norway spruce tree is being planted 
near the whaling try-pot north of the 
Mansion as a living memorial to Harriet 
Wetmore Chapel! Newcomb. The tree is 


-the gift of Mrs. Newcomb's daughters, 


Mrs, Ernest A. Back of Chaplin, Mrs. C. 
L. Lattin of Sharon, Miss Edith T. New- 
comb of Lyons, N.Y., and Miss Ruth Ww. 
Newcomb of this city. It is the most 
recent of the memorial plantings under- 
taken by the New London Garden Club as 
part of the restoration of the grounds 
of the Shaw Mansion. 


IN MEMORIAM 


The passing of Mr. Nathan Belcher on 
March 24, one day before his 75th birth- 
day, removed from our midst one of the 
Society's Vice-Presidents and a member 
of the Finance Committee. Mr. Belcher's 
long association with the Society was 
typified by his quiet conservatism. His 
advice, when sought, was generously 
given. He will be missed by all who 
were privileged to know him, whether in 
banking and judiciary circles, or as a 
fellow-member of the Society. 


OPEN HOUSE DAY IN LITCHFIELD 
TO FEATURE ANTIQUES EXHIBIT 


The Litchfield Aid to the Connecticut 
Junior Republic will hold its annual Open 
House Day on Saturday, July 13, with an ex- 
hibition of American antiques and a tour of 
private homes and other points of interest. 


The antique display in the Congregational 
Church on the Litchfield Green will empha- 
size Connecticut pieces. The exhibits will 
consist of a room of early American pine 
and maple, featuring a writing-arm Windsor 
chair used in the Tapping Reeve Law School, 
pine cupboards, tavern tables and other 
pieces. A second. room will highlight fine- 
ly crafted Queen Anne and Chippendale liv- 
ing room furnishings, circa 1730-1770. In 
a third group will be examples of Sheraton 
and Hepplewhite pieces in a dining-room 
setting. A parlor collection will form 

the fourth grouping, which includes a high- 
boy by Aaron Roberts, a cabinet maker from 
Thomaston, and some pieces by Silas Cheney. 
A mahogany secretary owned by Oliver Wol- 
 cott, Connecticut signer of the Declaration 
of Independence, will be in this group. 
China, pewter, mirrors and other accoutre- 
ments of early American living will also 

be part of the collection. 


The tour will include distinguished Colonial 
and Federalist private homes, the Tapping 
Reeve Law School, the Historical Society 
Museum, and the Connecticut Junior Republic. 


The hours of the tour are From 11:00 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. Inquiries may be addressed 
to Miss Mary Welling, Litchfield. 
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TOUR OF OLD DARIEN HOUSES ry. 


SCHEDULED FOR MAY 


The Darien Historical Society will offer 

a tour of eight of the town's oldest 
houses on Saturday, May 25 from 10:30 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. The receipts from this event 
will help to perpetuate the history of the 
town through the dedication of a room in 
the new library building. 


The houses to be opened range in date 
from 1570, represented by Bonnet Hill] 
Farm, the home of Mr. and Mrs. Munroe 
Dreher, on Stephen Mather Road, to 1788, 
the Mather Homestead, the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward R. McPherson, Jr., on the cor- 
ner of Brookside Road and Stephen Mather 
Road. In addition, the First Congrega- 
tional Church of Darien (1827) on Brook- 
side Road will be open and refreshments 
will be served by the Women's Club of 

the church. 


The tour will be held, rain or shine. 
Tickets are priced at $3.00 each, and 
may be purchased the day of the tour at 
the First Congregational Church. 


For Your Information 


The Society's telephone number is 
Gibson 3-1209 

The Mansion-is open daily except 
Sunday from 1 to 4. 


Custodians in residence: 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Holmes 
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